FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nishith Acharya, Most Recent Director of Innovation & Entrepreneurship under President Obama to
Speak at the World BPO/ITO Forum 2013
The sixth annual World BPO/ITO Forum, www.worldbpoforum.com , today announced Nishith Acharya,
Senior Advisor, Northeastern University; former Director of Innovation & Entrepreneurship and Senior
Advisor to the Secretary of Commerce under Obama Administration will join a roundtable on high impact
sourcing on Wednesday, July 17th.
NEW YORK, NY (PRWeb), July 8, 2013 – The World BPO/ITO Forum
(http://www.worldbpoforum.com), taking place in New York, NY on July 17 - 18, 2013 is an executive
gathering of forward-looking thought-leaders (http://www.worldbpoforum.com/event_speakers.aspx)
who will share valuable insights on current technology innovations and trends, as well as facilitate
important discussions on growth strategies and related operational issues and challenges currently
being faced in developing and/or managing successful global sourcing arrangements.
Nish joins the round table, http://www.worldbpoforum.com/conference_agenda_2013.aspx, to discuss
“High Impact Sourcing: Creating Sustainable, Scalable and Innovative Social Enterprise Models”
facilitated by Eme Essien, Acting Director of Rockefeller Foundation, Nairobi. Other participants include
Sarajit Jha, COO, Tata Business Support Systems; Madan Padaki, Co-founder/Chairman, Head Held High;
and Pumela Salela, Board Member, Global Sourcing Council.
Nish just left the Obama Administration, where he was appointed by President Obama as the Director of
Innovation & Entrepreneurship and Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Commerce, where he led the
President’s efforts to nurture economic growth through innovation, entrepreneurship and
commercialization. As part of his work, Nish managed the President’s National Advisory Council on
Innovation and Entrepreneurship – a group of nationally known investors, entrepreneurs and university
presidents. Nish also engaged with twenty-six federal agencies to provide over $100 million in funds to
universities, research centers and companies to increase the commercialization of federally-funded
research. He engaged with over 500 universities and colleges across the United States to boost their
programs supporting innovation, entrepreneurship and commercialization. Prior to joining Commerce,
Nish served as Executive Director of the Deshpande Foundation, a prominent American philanthropy
focused on innovation, entrepreneurship and scalability around the world. Nish led the Foundation's
strategic planning, grant making, evaluation and advocacy efforts. Under his leadership, the
Foundation’s “Sandboxes” – centers of innovation and entrepreneurship have become a leading

international model for regional economic development. During his tenure, the Foundation created a
Sandbox in India, which supported innovation and entrepreneurs to reach over one million people. Nish
has also led the Foundation’s venture philanthropy, working to help scale Indian NGO’s like Akshaya
Patra and Agastya and the United Way throughout India. It also created Sandboxes to boost the
economies of the Merrimack Valley cities of Lowell, MA and Lawrence, MA and New Brunswick, Canada.
Nish serves as a Member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the Bretton Woods Committee, The Indus
Entrepreneurs, and the Clinton Global Initiative. He also served as a Board member of Akshaya Patra
USA and the United Way Worldwide Global Advisory Board.
Nish also served five years as a Presidential Appointee in the Clinton Administration, where he worked
with the Administrator and Deputy Administrator of the US Agency for International Development for
USAID programs in Latin America, the Middle East and Asia, and has worked for Education Secretary
Richard Riley and as Associate Director of Scheduling & Advance for the President.
Nish Acharya is currently a Principal at Equal Innovation, LLC, a strategy consulting and investment
group working with universities, governments, foundations and companies to assist them with
innovation, entrepreneurship and globalization strategies. He is currently advising Northeastern
University on its global education strategy and is a Senior Fellow with the Center for American Progress.
Themed ‘Smartsourcing: Leveraging Collaboration & Innovation’, the Forum
(http://www.worldbpoforum.com/conference_overview.aspx) will provide a peer-to-peer group
educational agenda and influential networking atmosphere for top executives currently using BPO
(business processing outsourcing) and/or ITO (IT outsourcing) services, as well as the opportunity to
meet with the top service providers and a broad scope of international representatives from all corners
of the globe.
“Smart sourcing is increasingly becoming part of a company’s core business agenda, and it is vital that
organizations get it right the first time around.” states Jim Noble, Chairman of the World BPO/ITO Forum
and former SVP, Talisman Energy, GM, AOL, GE, BP and Altria. “The Forum brings buyers and sellers of
services together to meet, as well as, having global experts share insights, best practices and valuable
lessons learned. This event is the right platform to get a perspective from around the globe.”
For more information, or to register for the event, visit http://www.worldbpoforum.com.
About The World BPO/ITO Forum
The World BPO/ITO Forum conference is in its sixth year, and getting closer to its aspirations to become
the "Davos" of global strategic sourcing. The conference offers a "one stop shop" for C-executives at
mid- to large-sized companies to hear from speakers who can offer best practices in global sourcing, to
meet with top global service providers, and meet representatives from established & emerging
countries.
Media Contact: Kartik Kilachand – CEO; kartik@worldbpoforum.com or Shelley Ballarino – VP Marketing;
shelley@worldbpoforum.com

